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Pest aphids in New Zealand brassica crops

Main species of pest aphids in New Zealand brassica crops

Green peach aphid (Myzus persicae) (GPA); Cabbage grey aphid (Brevicoryne brassicae)

Brevicoryne brassicae (Cabbage grey aphid) nymphs

Life cycle of aphids
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(Adapted with permission from UC Davis website)

For more information contact
Frances MacDonald or Asha Chhagan
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Key beneficial insects

Tasmanian brown Tasmanian brown Hoverfly larva
lacewing adult lacewing larva

N

11-spotted ladybird larva Damsel bug adult

Harvestmen Sheetweb spider An Aphidius parasitoid
aphid mummy

General information

e Two main species of aphid can be found in New Zealand brassica crops.

e Aphids feed by sucking plant juices, causing yellowing, wilting and curling of leaves.

e Aphids can vector viruses, including cauliflower mosaic virus, turnip mosaic virus and turnip yellows virus.
¢ Dense colonies may be seen on the plant’s younger leaves and flowering parts.

e Aphids are most numerous on brassicas during late spring, summer and autumn.

e There are many predators and parasitoids of aphids.

e The fungal disease Erynia neoaphidis may cause mortality of aphid colonies in high humidity conditions.
e Use of selective/biological insecticides can be useful when enhancing beneficial insect populations.
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